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Looking Ahead to the Fall at Garber! 
The Garber Staff and many of our church committees are working this summer to make plans for 

the upcoming Fall at Garber UMC!  Here are a few of the dates already on the calendar — we hope 

you will prayerfully consider participating in some or all of these events, studies, and fellowship  

opportunities! 
 

Adult Fellowship Breakfast 
 

Kids in Christ Sunday School Promotion 
 

Sunday, August 28 
 

9:00—10:30 a.m. 
 

The Kids in Christ Education Building will open at 9:00 a.m., following the 8:00 a.m.       

service, so parents can bring their children to their new classrooms, meet the teachers, and 

then head over to Morris Hall to the Adult Fellowship Breakfast.  As children and students 

begin their new Sunday School year, adults will gather to greet old and new friends, hear a few brief details 

about their upcoming classes this fall, and enjoy two short mission talks.  Our mission speakers that       

morning will be the Hemphill Family, who has just returned from two years of mission service in Kenya, 

and a young lady from Russia who was the recipient of an Operation Christmas Child Shoebox as a child.  

Both of these speakers have had their lives changed by the saving grace of Jesus Christ and now have a 

message to share with us!  We hope you will join us for this morning of fellowship and encouragement! 

   

Labor Day Worship & Lunch  
 

Sunday, September 4 
 

Morris Hall at 10:00 a.m. 
 

We will join together on this morning for combined worship; blending our services, our     

prayers, and our  music to praise our Lord!  We don’t often get to ALL worship together,  

but when we do, it is always  powerful and exciting!   

Following worship we will “flip” Morris Hall and quickly set up tables and serve our delicious lunch.   

The menu is fried chicken, BBQ, and all the fixins’! 

 

Wednesday Adult Studies & Kids in Christ RECHARGE 
 

Beginning September 14 
 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Make Wednesdays a family affair!  We offer studies for the entire family — and everyone 

gets fed, too!   Details on classes and studies will be mailed mid-August, so be looking for 

them in your mailbox!  In the meantime, go ahead and mark the Wednesday blocks on your 

calendar with the word “CHURCH” and make plans to come for a mid-week boost in your faith! 
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Matthew’s Minute 

 

If you are new to Garber, our Connection Team invites you to our Connection Coffee Sunday, August 

7 at 9:30am in Room 123 of the Ministry Center.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about the 

mission and ministry of Garber Church as well as meet the pastors and Garber staff.  Please call the 

church office at 637-4022 or email Beth Hicks at: bhicks@garberumc.com to let us know if you plan 

to attend. 

 

Garber Church welcomed eight new members during the month of July! The following joined during 

the 11:00 Morris Hall service on July 17. 
 

Randi Arrington moved to New Bern from Tuscaloosa, Alabama and works for  an accounting firm downtown.  Randi 

enjoys kayaking, cooking, working out, and tennis.  Randi has joined the Connection Team and has a heart to serve others 

through the church. 
 

Jim and Brenda Carpenter live in the Hardee Farms subdivision in New Bern. J im is a retired engineer  (he attended 

NC State), and Brenda is a retired realtor.  Jim enjoys golf and reading, and Brenda loves college sports on TV and playing 

bridge and canasta.   
 

Debbie Drudge lives in New Bern and works at Cher ry Point Marine Air  Station as a program assistant.  Debbie enjoys 

shopping and playing games.  Her mother, Nancy Menger, is also a Garber member. 
 

Terry and Nancy Elble recently retired to New Bern from Illinois and live in Greenbr ier .  Terry is a retired engineer, 

and Nancy is a retired insurance claims adjuster.  Terry enjoys biking, wood working, and reading, and Nancy enjoys reading, 

swimming, and biking and looks forward to traveling.  They were both very active in the United Methodist church they       

attended in Illinois serving in a variety of leadership capacities. 
 

John and Beth Hiner r ecently retired to New Bern from Pennsylvania and live in Olde Towne.  John retired from     

working in Development at Gettysburg College, and Beth is a retired educator.  John enjoys boating and fishing, and Beth   

enjoys boating, crafts, needlework/sewing, and weaving.  They have served in a variety of leadership positions in the churches 

they have attended.  John’s brother, Randy, is also a Garber member. 

HIGH SCHOOL CONFIRMATION CLASS: 
 

Are you a high school student who has yet to be confirmed?  Are you a high school student who would like or 

who needs to refresh your confirmation?   
 

A High School Class is beginning Sunday, Sept. 25, 3:30 - 5:00p.m.  The first unit will include the High School 

FUEL Retreat on the October 21 - 23 weekend, and it will conclude with the Pilgrimage Weekend  

November 18 - 20.   

 

The second unit will resume in January and conclude with Ash Wednesday, Mar. 1. The third unit will resume in 

mid-March.  Confirmation is on Pentecost Sunday, June 4. 
 

If you have and interest or would like to discuss this, please speak with Pastor David. 

mailto:bhicks@garberumc.com


 

                             

  August 2016 

 

NEW CHOIR SEASON! 

Ever thought about joining one of our choirs?  

Now is the time! 

The new season starts in September,  

and we are looking for voices to join us in praise!  

Email Matt Johnson for details  

or if you have any questions… 

 mjohnson@garberumc.com  

We need you! 

email Matt Johnson if interested - mjohnson@garberumc.com 

      Parents please note: 
 

     You will be receiving a mailing in mid-August from the Kids in         

     Christ children’s ministry department.  This is a very                    

      important mailing!  In it you will find the yearly required 

          safety forms and much information about our program opportunities for the 

          upcoming school year. 
There will be notaries on site August 21 and 28 for your convenience in   

notarizing the safety forms. 

We are looking forward to a fabulous year sharing the  
message of Jesus with your children! 

 

Laura Wilkins,  Children’s Coordinator         Mary Coleman, Ministries Coordinator 
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FUEL Student Ministries is having a wonderful summer!  FUEL went to Kingsfest in late June, 

which is a Christian music festival held at Kings Dominion Park.  This trip included Christian 

concerts and roller coasters for three days.  Everyone had a blast! 
 

As I write this, we are looking forward to our annual ASP trip next week.  We will be heading 

to Bud, WV.  In our training session, we talked about the importance of serving in the name of 

Jesus.  As Christians, we need to be intentional about serving in ‘word and deed’.  The ‘deed’ is 

accomplished by helping people have a better home.  The ‘word’ is accomplished by telling 

those whom we serve that we love Jesus Christ; that we are there to serve him and to serve them; by inviting them to a daily 

morning prayer before we start working; and even sharing our testimonies with them about God’s faithfulness in our lives. 
 

FUEL will also go on its second annual fall kick-off event: ‘A Day in Durham’, on Saturday, August 20th.  All students are  

invited, from rising 6th graders through outgoing high school graduates.  We will go to the Defy Gravity Trampoline Park in 

Durham; get pizza at the Mellow Mushroom; and see a Durham Bulls game.  If you know any students in the appropriate age 

range, please pass this information along to them, and encourage them to contact me to get signed up! 
 

I encourage you to peruse the recently updated FUEL webpages on the Garber website.  It addresses the vision, mission, and 

goals of all our student ministry programs.  In FUEL this September, we will be talking about different religions and different 

‘worldviews’; and we will talk about the truth and uniqueness of the Christian faith.  This has great significance for the time in 

which we live, not only because religious pluralism is so often prioritized over the Christian faith, but also because our religion 

or ‘worldview’ affects the way we see everything in life, particularly the issue of human sexuality.   
 

The historic Christian faith has been the ‘worldview’ or ‘lens’ through which a majority of Americans used to see the world; 

and this formed people’s views on marriage and family.  But this has changed in many ways.  In a recent newsletter, Pastor 

David talked about dualism, which is a philosophy that the federal government assumes, whether it realizes it or not.  Our   

government’s philosophical bias has in large part driven the agenda in our culture to affirm LGBT views on human sexuality.  

Dualism, as it is applied to human sexuality, makes a strong distinction between the ‘psyche’ (i.e. thoughts/feelings) and the 

‘body’; and in this case, the ‘psyche’ is being prioritized over the ‘body’.  In other words, dualism says that if a person is born 

a male but feels like a female, then the feelings trump the ‘assigned’ gender at birth.  This view is in direct conflict with      

Genesis 1:27, which says that God created man in his image, ‘male and female he created them’.  God intentionally creates us 

as we are, body and soul.   
 

The rise in atheism in America has also had great influence over people’s views on human sexuality.  Leslie Newbigin said that 

the public philosophy of western culture today is atheist, not Christian.  Human beings are meant to bear God’s image.       

Atheists claim to worship nothing, but since they were created to bear God’s image, they feel driven to worship something.  

Psalm 115 says that the nations worship idols of silver and gold made by men.  These idols cannot speak, see, hear, smell, feel, 

or walk; and those who worship them become like them.  In other words, we become like what we worship.  So what do     

atheists worship?  They worship an evolutionary universe.  Garber has a diversity of views on the origin of the universe, but we 

are united in affirming that God is the Creator of the universe.  Atheism says that there is no God, which means that the        

universe is the biggest thing out there, and it is always evolving; nature is always changing.  The attempt to change one’s     

gender is effectively to bear the image of an ever-changing universe, rather than the Creator of this universe.  And the           

affirmation of this practice reveals a view of human sexuality that is more influenced by atheism rather than Christianity. 

We have all failed at some point to bear the image of God as we should.  Romans 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God.”  But the good news is that “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).  We should love others too—including those who are unrepentant of sin.  But loving others 

does not necessarily mean affirming their behavior.   
 

These are important issues, and the youth of our church are growing up in a culture that promotes views that are often in direct 

conflict with the Bible.  The youth leaders and I appreciate your prayers as we seek to minister to them, love them, teach them, 

and encourage them in their Christian faith. 
 

Blessings,  Drew Demarest 
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Backpack Blessings — Why We Do What We Do! 

This summer Backpack Blessings has served 850 families from 4 different church locations 

throughout our county.  Why?  Because there are children all over our county that receive free 

breakfast and lunch at school during the school year.  But during the summer, there is notalways 

enough food in their homes to feed active, growing, hungry kids.  Their parents struggle to make 

ends meet during the school year when their children can eat at school — but in the summer, that 

struggle becomes overwhelming and many times impossible to manage. 

As people of God, under the authority of Jesus Christ’s commission to make disciples, feed the  

hungry, and care for the widows, it is our responsibility to carry out these biblical mandates.  And 

that is why Backback Blessings does what it does to the best of our ability.  The BPB Board      

Members represent many congregations in our community.  They work together to raise funding 

thru grants and donations, plan the big “packing events,” and have now expanded their                        

responsibilities to include the holiday and summer feeding programs, as well.  We could not do what 

we do without the leadership of Board Chair, Joanne Boyle, and Director, Ruth Powers.  Also         

integral to our program are the NC Food Bank where we receive both free foods and bulk foods at 

extremely low prices, and our local Food Lion who orders other needed food items in bulk for us at 

very nice prices.   

If you feel God’s call on your life to help with this ministry, you may contact Ruth Powers at     

rpowers26@suddenlink.net.  Both hands-on and financial opportunities are always appreciated!  And 

mark your fall calendars now for our next large “packing event” for weekend food bags for school 

children!   

  Backpack Blessings Event 

 September 30 & October 1 

 Look for more details in the  

 September newsletter! 
Because hunger doesn’t take the weekend off 

August happenings: 
 

Aug. 1 - 4 Mosaic group to retreat at Lake Junaluska - “Festival of Wisdom and Grace” 
 

Aug. 2 - 4 Kids in Christ preschool camp 
 

Aug. 9 - 10 Backpack Blessings summer food distribution 
 

Aug. 10  4:00 - 5:30pm playground playtime at preschool playground 
 

Aug. 12  5:00pm Mosaic to Baron and Beef restaurant in Kinston 
 

Aug. 20  11:30am FUEL kickoff - Defy Gravity, Mellow Mushroom and Durham Bulls game 
 

Aug. 21  5:00pm  FUEL parent meeting 
 

Aug. 28  9:00am  Kids in Christ Sunday school promotion and adult fellowship breakfast 

  5:30pm  HS FUEL begins 
 

Aug. 31  3:45pm  MS Lab begins 

  5:00pm  MS FUEL begins 

  5:30pm  HS 180 begins   
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During the sermon on Sunday, July 24, a summary from the July 3, 
2016, The News and Observer which ran an article from The     
Washington Post  by Melissa Richeson entitled, 10 Reasons I Take 
My Toddlers to Church.  These were her reasons excluding the    
longer explanations. 
 

 1.   Sometimes I need a break. 
 2.   For me, there’s coffee. 
 3.   For them, there are snacks. 
 4.   It’s free “socialization” for the kids. 
 5.   I get to wear real clothes. 
 6.   Adult music is nice. 
 7.   The ladies love ‘em. 
 8.   The kids take a good nap. 
 9.   There’s no judgement. 
 10.  I’ve made friends. 
 

While she may enjoy the company of others who worship for the same reasons, she misses several excellent        
reasons for worshiping with her children.  There are reasons far better than the largely self-focused reasons in the 
paper’s commentary. 
 

Children are spiritual and worship satisfies the nature of their being.  She and her children need what worship     
promises: an experience with the living God and practices that shape, form, and guide a person into the Christian life 
and relationship with God.   Worship is central to who we are as Christian people.  And central to worship is the   
Gospel.  Every authentic expression of Christian worship is itself shaped by the Gospel.  The Gospel is symbolized 
by the cross before us, the table at which we communion, by the baptismal font, and by the pulpit which symbolizes 
the authority of His Word.  Children and adults need the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Of course, the Church will welcome people to holy worship regardless of the reasons motivating their coming.  In 
truth, we rarely (should I say, “never?”)  know all the reasons that bring a gathered congregation together.  But we do 
believe that worship is where God is met.  Whether by accident, or by intention, or by poor intention, we are thankful 
to have people of all ages in the Church’s central act, worship. 
 

The story is told from the Woodrow Wilson days of the presidency, that the National Presbyterian Church was       
telephoned.  The pastor was asked if he knew whether or not the President would be attending the Christmas Eve 
service.  According to the lore, the pastor responded, “I am not privileged to know the details of the President’s 
schedule.  However, we fully expect God to be present, and he usually draws a considerable crowd.” 
 

Among the great reasons for always being in worship is that God never misses the gathering of God’s redeemed 
people. 
 

Blessings, David 
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 MOSAIC NEWS 
 

The month of July has been a very busy one for our senior group. We have packed ASP goodie bags for the ASP team to take on 

their mission trip to Bud, West Virginia the week of July 24-30. Please keep that team and all who will be served by them in your 

prayers. We have supplied snacks for the Vacation Bible School volunteers and many of our folks assisted with the VBS/AC week 

at Garber, July 18-22. What a wonderful time all of us who have been involved have had working with these precious     

children. 
 

On July 21 twenty of us took a day trip to Washington, NC and visited the Estuary, enjoyed a wonderful lunch at the “Meeting 

Place Café” and either took a boat ride tour of the Washington waterfront or enjoyed a little browsing/shopping of       

downtown. A beautiful day for  a wonderful group of us to be out in God’s awesome world…fun, fellowship, and fabulous 

food was experienced! 
 

Seventeen seniors will be going to Lake Junaluska the week of August 1- 4 to the “Festival of Wisdom and Grace.”  There are 

three men and fourteen ladies who will enjoy the beautiful surroundings on Lake Junaluska and take part in a variety of worship 

experiences, workshops, communion, and fun activities while there. We ask for your prayers to have safe travels and to come back 

renewed, refreshed, and revived to continue this journey of life and ready to share God’s love wherever we find ourselves. 
 

Don’t miss the next MOSAIC event coming up in August.  We hope that you will call to sign up and join us:  
 

 Mosaic dinner out 

Friday evening, August 12 – 5:00pm 

BARON & THE BEEF – Steak House 

1631 US-70, Kinston, NC  

 

Also, put this date on your calendar: September  16,  
 

MOSAIC Annual Pig Picking at Garber UMC.  
 

Look for more information in the church bulletin,  
 

on the Garber website, and in the newsletter. 

 A few more thoughts from our Kingswood Volunteers. . . 

When I started working with the “Kingswood 
Kids”, I was hoping to have some impact on 
these precious lives, as well as encouraging 
them toward success in school with                
enthusiasm for learning.   Never did I envision 
the gift of love and happy delight I received! I 
have learned much about true values from 
these children. My life has also been enriched 
by them, as well as the caring and friendly   
volunteers. 
 
Bill and I will shortly be moving to Franklin, 
Tennessee; near our children. Wish we could 
take you with us! 
 
Much Love and God bless each of you, 
Joan Morris 

Kingswood  
 

Kids, kids, kids 

Inviting, growing, sending…sharing unconditional 

 love 

Never a dull moment! 

Giving bravos 

Shoeboxes, hand bells, choir, Easter Egg hunts,   

playing in the park, parties, pizza, ice cream truck  

What would we do without our Ruth? 

Over and over again those flashcards 

On the sofa reading books together 

Division, multiplication, subtraction and addition 
 

Thank you, Ruth, for letting me a part of the most 
wonderful program our church has to offer!!   
Amy Stroud 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Kingswood Notes. . . 
 
It’s almost time for Kingswood 2016-2017!  I am so excited to be starting my 6th year as the Kingswood Director 
at Garber and to help carry on the ministry that has been such a special part of Garber for the last 22 years.  We 
have 18 excited students and many, many dedicated volunteers and we are looking forward to a great year in 
the Kingswood After-School Ministry! 
 
How can you help?  By helping provide snacks and school supplies for the Kingswood Kids!  Please take an apple 
or star from the displays in the narthex or the Atrium in the coming weeks and purchase that item for the 
Kingswood program!  The items listed are snacks, school supplies and gift cards (to Walmart, Books-A-Million 
or local grocery stores).  These gift cards are used to buy fresh fruits/vegetables 
for snacks, buy books for our Kingswood library, and provide treats for the kids 
on special days and birthdays.  Cash donations are always great too!  
Any amount is welcome and will be a blessing to the Kingswood Bunch! 
 
I thank you in advance for all your support of this ministry.  It is a   
wonderful thing to see Garber reach out and be the hands and feet of 
Christ in the community!  Thank you for everything, Garber Church!! 
 
Ruth Powers 
Kingswood Director 

Kingswood Kids 
enjoying Adventure 

Camp! 


